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To Some Gregory never returned: death came slowly
upon him at Salerno. He spoke even to the
end with undoubting confidence on the good-
ness of his cause, and his assurance that he was depart-
ing to Heaven. He gave a general absolution to man-
kind; but from this all-embracing act of mercy he
excepted his deadly enemies, and those of the Church,
Henry so called the King., the usurping Pontiff Guibert,
and those who were their counsellors and abettors in
their ungodly cause. His last memorable words have
something of proud bitterness: "I have loved justice
and hated iniquity, and therefore I die in exile." The
words might not be intended as an arraignment of
Divine Providence, but where was the beauty of resig-
nation ? or was it a Pharisaic reproach on the wicked-
ness of mankind, blind and ungrateful to his
' transcenclant virtues ? " In exile/' said a
Churchman of congenial feelings, whose priestly pride
was not rebuked by that spectacle of mortality, "in
exile thou couldst not die! Vicar of Christ and his
Apostles, thou hast received the nations for thine inhe-
ritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy
possession!" n

Gregory is the Csesar of spiritual conquest; the great
Character of an(l inflexible assertor of the supremacy of the
Gregory. sacerdotal order. The universal religious Au-
tocracy, the Caliphate, with the difference that the tem-
poral power was accessory to the spiritual, not the
spiritual an hereditary appendage to the temporal su-
premacy, expanded itself upon the austere yet imagina-
tive mind of Gregory as the perfect Idea of the Chris-
tian Church. The theory of Augustine's City of God,
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